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been appointed to watch the progress of education among these
castes.

A special committee was appointed in 1938-9 to investi-
gate ways and means of accelerating the progress of education
amongst these people.

Government have decided to reserve 15 per cent of the
vacancies, arising in future, for the depressed class candidates,
provided they are suitable.

The Punjab

During the year 1939-40 some scholarships and stipends
were awarded. In a few cases fees were remitted or writing
materials supplied. Depressed class students are mostly admit-
ted as free students in primary schools and as half free students
in the secondary stages of middle or high schools. The total
number of depressed class scholars in 1939-40, was 33,250' of
which 1,639 were girls. The official report2 is reticent about the
money spent in awarding scholarships and stipends to students
of these castes. Presumably it is small.

The Harijan Sevak Sangh

The Harijan Sevak Sangh was formed in September 1932
with the object of eradicating the evil of untouchability. It has
its headquarters at Delhi and ramifications over several areas.
There are at present 25 Provincial and State boards and
169 district committees.8 The Central Board co-ordinates
and directs the work of the branches besides giving financial
assistance.

Its activities range from propaganda amongst high caste
Hindus for the removal of untouchability to work of more con-
structive nature for ameliorating the social and economic con-
ditions of the depressed classes. In 1939-40 the Central Board
spent Rs. 8,645 in awarding scholarships to depressed class
college students. During the same period a sum of Rs. 30,000
was set apart for encouraging vocational education among girls
by awarding scholarships; and a sum of Rs. 5,000 was

1  Report on the Progress of Education in the Punjab, 1939-40.
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3  Rameshwari Nehru: The Harijan Movement.